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READING AND LISTENING
The International Soace Station

Look at the pictures. Talk about what you can see.

Read the first part of the article on this page. Are the sentences
true (/) or false (X)? Correct the false ones.

I The ISS is flying very fast.
2 Its flying a long way from Earth.
3 It goes round the Earth every 90 minutes.
4 New supplies arrive once a month.
5 The Americans are competing against Russians and Europeans.
6 They are doing a lot of scientific experiments.
7 They are learning about the Earth and its history.
8 They are looking for life on other planets.

Imagine you are talking to one of the astronauts.
What questions would you like to ask him/her?
. work every day? . wake up? . free time? . eat?
. sleep? . wash? . exercise?

Read the rest of the article on page 83. Did you find answers to
your questions?

What is the future of the ISS?

What do these numbers from the article refer to?

100 bill ion 1998 six 200 15 eight zero

Listening

7 ll!f,l Listen to the interview with Soichi Noguchi, an ISS
astronaut who is on board the space station.
Answer the cuestions.

I Who does he work for?
2 What did he study? Where?
3 Where is he from? ls he married?
4 What are his interests on Earth?
5 What is he doing on the space station?
6 What does he do when he isn't working?
7 What does he think about?

Project

Find out who is on board the ISS at the moment. Choose one of
the astronauts and do some research. Answer some of the questions
from exercise 7 about them.

Tell the rest ofthe class.
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A science laboratory 360 kilometres
from Earth? A preparation for a ftight
to Mars? A cathedratin the sky? The
InternationalSpace Station, or lSS, is
all of these.

At this very moment,  the ISS is orbi t ing the
Earth at a distance of 36o ki lometres. l t  is
flying at z8,ooo km/hr.lt goes round the
Earth r6 t imes a day. l t  took more than $roo
bi l l ion and 14 years to develop. l t  is the most
expensive thing ever bui l t .

The f i rst  part  of  the stat ion went into space
in t998. Astronauts started to l ive on i t  in
November zooo. There are usual ly three
astronauts on board, and they stay for about
six months at a t ime. Over the years there
have been over 2oo visitors from r5 different
countr ies. Supply ships arr ive about eight
times a year.

Space agencies in the United States, Russia,
Japan, Canada, and Europe are working
together. They are using the zero gravity of
space to do experiments in biology, physi€$,:
and astronomy. They are learning about living
in space over a longtime, and the effects of
this on the human body. The astronauts are
growing nl-nts to.rra ke oxygen. They a re
studying the Earthk weather and geography.
And they are looking at planets and stars to
understand the origin of the universe.
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An astronauts day
Astronauts work for ten hours a day during the week and five hours on
Saturday. The rest of the time they are free.

They wake up at 6.oo and have breakfast. There is a meeting, and they
decide the day's plans. They have an hour for lunch, then more work t i l l
dinner at 7.oo. Lights out is at 9.3o. They do two hours'exercise every day, ,
because weightlessness affects the body's muscles and bones.

Food
There isn't a real kitchen, but there is a kitchen table. All food comes in
t ins or packets. There is fresh frui t  only when a supply ship comes.

Astronauts eat with a spoon. lt is a good idea to have food with a sauce
so that it stays on the spoon and doesn't float away! They like spicy food
because in space the sense oftaste isn't very strong.

Personallives
They have their own sleeping compartment. They sleep in bags attached
to the wal l .  Because there is no up or down in space, they sleep 'standing

up'. They have their own clothes and books and laptops. The temperature
is afways 72oF,so astronauts usually wear shorts and a T-shirt.

There isn't a shower, but there are two toilets. In their free time they send
emails home, read, and play games. But what they like to do best is look
out of the windows at Earth below.

Future of the ISS
The 155 is the first of many space stations. There isn't a'date

trip to Mars, but spe€e ag€nf,ies are ak*qdy'talking
re - at some tirne in the zlst



VOCABULARY AND LISTENING
Describing people

tl!f,l Look at the pictures. Listen to four descriptions. Who is being described?

Work in groups. Describe the people in the pictures.

I

2
llVho.,.?
. isprettY
. is handsome
. isn't very tall

. is good{ookint

. is tall
'jT"dt'
. ahaf
. tniners
. a scarf
. a T-shirt

. jeans . a shirt and tie

. glasses . shorts

Take turns. Choose a person in the pictures, but dont say who it is.
Describe him/her to your group. Can they guess who it is?

Work as a class. Take turns. Choose someone in the room but dont say who
it is. Ask and answer YeslNo questions to find out who it is.

The famous person tame!
5 In your groups, think of someone in the news at the moment.

The other groups ask questions until they guess the name.

>> WRITING Comparingand contrastingplll
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ls tt aboV or a girl?
fs she sitting near thewindow?



EVERYDAY ENGLISH
Socialexpressions (2)

I Look at the pictures and the first lines of the conversations.
What do you think are the replies?

Wow! Thatk fantastio! Congratulations!

E Don't forget itb a bank holiday on Monday.

F

Thanks for the invitation to your party,
but I'm afraid lcan't come-

K Hi. Can I speak to Dave, please?

t

Match these replies to the lines in
exercise 1.

I'm sorry. Let me have a look. Ah!
It isn't switched on. Thatb why!

What a pity! Never mind!

Sorry what does that mean?

@

I'm afnid he isn't here at the moment.
Canltakeamessage?

No, I'm just looking, thanks.

Thanks. We'llsee you in a couple
of days!

Oh,lovely! Well, I hope you enjoy
the film!

IIUD Listen and check.
What are the extra lines in the
conversations?

Work with a partner. Choose
some conversations and practise
them.
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C Can I help you?

M

N

olP

Q/R

Bye!
Have a safe journey!

Patrick and I are getting married.

We're going to the cinema tonight.

Excuse me!This machine isn't working.



tt!!t who's who?
A Oh, dear! I dont know anybody. Who are

they all?
B Dont worry. They're all very nice, I'll tell

you who everybody is. Can you see that
man over there?

A The man near the window?
B Yes. That's Paul. He's talking to Sophie. Het

a banker. Very rich. And very funny. He
works in New York.

A Wow! So he's Paul. OK. And that's Sophie
next to him?

B Yes. She's laughing at Paul's jokes. She's
lovely. She's a professor at Bristol University.
She teaches business studies.

A And who's that woman on the left?
B Thatt Helena. She's drinking champagne.

Shet a w;iter. She writes stories for children.
They're excellent. A very nice lady.

A And who's that man she's talking to?
B Helena's talking to Roger. Roger's eating

crisps. He's an interesting man. He's an art
dealer. He works for the British Museum.

A Really? Wow! What a job! So that's Paul and
Sophie ... Helena and Roger ... Now there
are two more. Who are they?

B They're Sam and Penny. They're looking at a
photo on Sam's phone.

A Andwhatdotheydo?
B They're designers. They make clothes for

children.
A OK. So that's everybody. Thanks.
B That's all right.

tI![ Everything was too expensive!

f A Did you buy anything at the shops?
B No. Nothing.
A Why not?
B Everything was too expensive.
A What a pity!
B But I bought something for you. Happy

Birthdayl
2 C Did you talk to anybody interesting at

the party?
D No. Nobody.
C Why not?
D Everybody was dancing and the music

was really loud!
c oh.
D But I danced with somebody beautiful -

a girl called Kate.
3 E Did you go anywhere on Saturday night?

F No. Nowhere.
E Why not?
F Everywhere was closed. There wasdt one

club open.
E That's incredible!
F So next weekend Im going somewhere

more interesting.

ffftTjl An interview with an astronaut

I =Interviewer S =Soichi
I Soichi, what exactly is yourjob?
S I'm an aeronautical engineer, and I'm a

IAXA astronaut.
Whatis |AXA?
JAXA is the fapan Aerospace Exploration
Agency.
What did you study at university?
Well, I studied engineering, of course!
aeronautical engineering.
Where did you study? Which university?
I studied at the University of Tokyo, and I
graduated in 1991.
Which part of |apan are you from?
I'm from Yokohama, Kanagawa, which is
part of Tokyo.
Are you married?
Yes. and I have three children.
What do you like doing when you're on
Earth?
Well, I guess my hobbies are jogging and
basketball. And I like skiing and camping
with my kids.
What are you doing on the space station at
the moment?
I'm doing quite a few space walks. I'm
going out into space, and I'm checking the
instruments on the outside of the space
station, to make sure they're working
properly.
You're part of the Russian crew. What does
this mean?
It means that my commander is OIeg Kotov,
from Roscosmos, and I'm working in his
team. Wete studying weather conditions
in space, and we're doing experiments with
plants to see how they grow in zero gravity.
What do you do when you arent working?
Well, I spend a lot of time just looking
down at you on Earth! And I think how
lucky I am to be here. And I wish that
everyone could see the Earth from space.
Maybe people would stop fighting if they
could see how beautiful our planet is.

lffill Who is it?

I She's got dark brown hair and she's quite
pretty. She's wearing boots, and a hat, and a
red scarf, and she's jumping in the air. She
looks really happy!
He's got short dark hair. He's wearing
trainers, and a purple T-shirt, and he's
carrying a ball. He isn t very tall.
Shet wearing a scarf. She's pretty, and she's
got long, blond hair, and blue eyes. She isn t
smiling. She doesnt look very friendly.
He doesnt look very happy. Perhaps he's a
businessman. He's wearing a white shirt and
a striped tie. He's also wearing black glasses.

tItrD Social expressions
I A Patrick and I are getting married.

B Wow! That's fantastic! Congratulations!
A Thanks. We're both very excited. And a

bit nervous.
C Can I help you?
D No, I'm just looking, thanks.
C |ust tell me if you need anything.
D That's very kind.
E Dont forget it's a Bank Holiday on

Monday.
Sorry, what does that mean?
It means itt a national holiday. The
garage is closed - most places are closed.
We're going to the cinema tonight.
Oh, lovely! Well, I hope you enjoy the
film!
Thanks. I'll tell you all about it.
Great!
Excuse mel This machine isnt working.
I'm sorry. Let me have a look. Ah! It isnt
switched on. That's whyl
Oh, great! Thank you very much.
No problem.
Hi. Can I speak to Dave, please?
I m afraid he isnt here at the moment.
Canl takeamessage?

K Yes. Could you ask him to phone Kevin?
L Sure. I'll do that.
M Thanks for the invitation to your party,

but Im afraid I cant come.
N What a pity! Never mind!
M I'm going away that weekend.
N It's OK. Another time.
O/P Bye! Have a safe journey!

Q/R Thanks. We'll see you in a couple
of days!

O/P I hope you have a good time.
Q/R We'll try.
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